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FROM OUR PASTOR
Greetings and blessings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
by Joshua Rhone

    Fall is fast approaching. With Fall comes the changing color of the leaves upon 
the trees, cooler temperatures, fresh picked apples, and (as some are wont to 
remind me) everything pumpkin spice.
    Admittedly, I am not a pumpkin spice fan. Around Thanksgiving I may have a 
slice or two of pumpkin pie, but that is pretty much my limit. In fact, I have strong 
convictions that coffee should taste like, well, coffee –– not a piece of pumpkin 
pie, combined with coffee, and tasting like a massive amount of whipped cream 
has been placed on top. (I have similar feelings about such things as almonds, 
pretzels, English muffins, Oreos, and other items that regularly seem to be infused 
with pumpkin spice.)
    My aversion to all things “pumpkin spice” aside, for a moment I want us to 
stop and consider the whole pumpkin spice phenomenon. As a flavor, it is easily 

recognizable. (You aren’t going to mistake the taste of your pumpkin donut for vanilla, chocolate, or 
blueberry.) There is no mistaking the fragrance. (If you are like me, you can smell a pumpkin spice latte 
from many aisles away at Target.)
    In Matthew’s Gospel, in the fifth chapter, verses 13 - 16, Jesus talks to his followers about salt and 
light. More pointedly, he shares with them about how salt is only good as long as it retains its saltiness 
–– the saltiness of salt being inextricably linked with its ability to preserve food, and/or be added to food 
to improve or enhance its flavor. Salt, in other words, is easily recognizable when added to food and its 
flavor-enriching properties are undeniable.  Jesus goes on to encourage his followers that they must not 
hide their light, but rather “let [their] light shine before others” (Matthew 5.16a, NIV). The Light of Life should 
shine through our lives and its impact upon our lives should be unmistakably present –– not hidden under 
a bowl.
    What does all of this have to do with pumpkin spice lattes, Oreos, etc.? That, my friends, is a great 
question.
    As you walk with Christ; as you wake up every morning; as 
you cross the threshold from your home and venture into the 
world –– I pray that you would strive to live, love, and walk 
with Christ in such a way that Christ’s love may be easily 
recognizable in you. As easily recognizable as the flavor of 
pumpkin spice. And may the way that you live, love, and walk 
with Christ bear an unmistakable fragrance. A fragrance that is 
distinct and recognizable in this world; as well as a fragrance 
that is pleasing and acceptable to God!
    Over the coming months, I also pray that every time you 
catch a whiff of pumpkin spice, you would be reminded of 
the incredible privilege of being a child of God, as well as the 
incredible calling to exude the fragrance of Christ wherever 
we go and to live lives in which the flavor of God’s love is 
evident!

Blessings!

Rev. Joshua Rhone
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    Annually, the members of Zion Church gather 
to conduct the business of the church –– reviewing 
reports, electing officers, reflecting on the move of 
God over the recent year, and looking forward with 
anticipation to what God might do in the coming 
year.
        In recent years, Zion Church’s church conference 
has occurred in November, often in and around the 
week of Thanksgiving.
    This year, that timeframe has been moved up. 
Zion Church will have its church conference on 
Sunday, October 23, at 2PM. Not only will church 
conference occur earlier this year, but we will not 
be the only church in the building. As our church 
conference convenes, York Calvary and York Fourth 
will also be meeting, in our facility, for their church 
conferences.
    At 3PM, we will join with the congregations of 
York Calvary and York Fourth, as well as five other 
congregations from around the York city area, 
for a time of worship. Following our shared time 
of worship, those congregations –– York Messiah, 
Pleasureville, York Bethany, Asbury, and Yorkshire 
–– will have their respective church/charge 

conferences.
    While things will be a bit different this year, I 
want to strongly encourage you to attend for a few 
reasons. First, it is an opportunity to be involved in 
the life of our church –– to support the ministries of 
Zion Church by way of our prayers, presence, gifts, 
and service. Second, this year we are going to have 
the opportunity to be involved in, worship with, and 
encourage our United Methodist brothers and sisters 
in Christ who call York City and surrounding areas 
home. To be able to pray, worship with, and build 
bridges with our other members of the Kingdom will 
be an incredible time! Third, we have the incredible 
privilege to serve as a host church for one of the York 
District’s regional church/charge conferences. In so 
doing, we have the opportunity to extend hospitality 
and be the hands and feet of Christ as we welcome, 
worship, and fellowship with our siblings in Christ.
    So, mark your calendars! October 23, at 2PM. We 
hope to see you there!

CHARGE CONFERENCE
INVITATION

by Rev. Josh Rhone



4

   We’ve had planters filled with beautiful flowers at our 
church entrances. Mowers, trimmers, and gardeners worked 
regularly to keep the property attractive. Easy-to-
see numbers were attached at the Meeting House. 
Volunteers addressed a long-standing gutter issue 
above the office porch recently and repaired the 
large sign holder on Carlisle Road.

    A stunning cabinet installation in the Music 
Suite supports our new Bountiful Blessings 
ministry and our SisterCare outreach mission.
   Sturdy poles were installed to support the 
sunshades of the Rainbow Junction playground, 
which greatly improved their function to provide 
coverage for our littlest ones. During that project, 
there was even an opportunity for some home 
construction.

ZION CHURCH TRUSTEES
UPDATE  

by Kimberly Davis and Rev. Josh Rhone

continued on page 5

    There are many opportunities to serve at Zion Church. Some of them include helping with Trustee-
identified projects for our property. The pictures shown are a sampling of what our brothers and 
sisters at Zion have done/provided in support of our church property in the past few months.    
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    Our next projects involve painting the office hallway and the office of our church secretary, Theresa 
Short. The paint has been purchased and we’re ready to go! We’re also replacing the existing hallway 

mailbox with a beautiful donated wooden unit which will be much more 
functional and attractive.
      Opportunities abound at Zion for folks who are interested in participating 
in Trustee projects.  If you didn’t get a chance to sign up at the recent 
Quest—Mission and Ministry Fair, contact Kimberly Davis at 717-764-3551 
or kimbo.davis@comcast.net. We welcome your time and talents! 

   The Trustees are also pleased 
to report a new and welcome 
addition to the Zion Church 
property! If you drove by or were 
around the Zion Church property 
during the day, from August 29 
- September 1, you likely saw 
some trucks and utility vans with 
the R.S. Bortner Inc. logo on the 
side. The Bortner Mechanical 
team was onsite during this time installing a new split-mini HVAC system in the Rainbow Junction and 
downstairs Children’s Ministry. The new system was paid for through grant monies obtained by Jeanne 
Herman and Rainbow Junction. The system will allow for a more cost-effective and efficient means of 
both cooling and heating that wing of the facility. 

“Thank you” to Rainbow Junction for this wonderful addition to the building and “thank you” to the Zion 
Leadership Team for approving the project!

WOMEN’S MINISTRY
RETREAT

by Aimee Trimmer

    Taking a look at the Parable of the Sower, 
we’ll unpack what kind of “soil” we are currently 
trying to live in and flourish out of. We’ll take time 
to share together, pray together, fellowship and 
learn as we examine where we are and look to 
where we want to be as we walk with Christ. Look 
for more information to come in the Updatez! Women’s Ministry Fall Retreat

Saturday, November 5th, 2022
8:30AM-2:00PM
Christian Life Center
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ZION ENDOWMENT FUND

DONATE TAX-FREE

by Rev. Josh Rhone, on behalf of the Zion Church Endowment Fund 
Committee

by Rev. Josh Rhone, on behalf of the Endowment 
Committee and Stewardship Ministry

What Will Your Legacy Be?
   In 2014, Zion Church established an Endowment fund to provide members and friends of the church with 
a means by which to make lasting, charitable gifts that will become a permanent endowment of financial 
support, and as such, a living memorial.
   The Endowment Fund is intended for purposes that are not part of the Church’s established programs 
which are funded through the regularly, annual, operating budget and the week-to-week and/or regular 
giving of Zion Church’s members, attenders, and friends.
   Zion Church has a proud past, rooted in ministry and mission. We are a vital, growing congregation in York 
City, with a reach that extends throughout York County and around the world. We ask that you prayerfully 
consider including Zion Church in your will or estate plan.

How to Donate Money Tax-Free from Your IRA
    Did you know that if you are 70-½ years of age, 
you can have all or part of your Required Minimum 
Distribution (RMD) made directly from your IRA to 
Zion United Methodist Church (up to $100,000 per 
taxpayer per year) tax-free? This law which affects 
Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs) was made 
permanent in 2015.
    This distribution is a convenient way to support 
Zion United Methodist Church and get a federal tax 
break while meeting withdrawal requirements for 
your IRA. However, you can’t also claim the qualified 
distribution to ZUMC as a charitable deduction. The 
amount you donate is simply excluded from your 
taxable income (and your adjusted gross income), 
which can be an advantage if you do not itemize 
deductions. If you do itemize deductions this 
donation reduces your adjusted gross income.
    To qualify, the money needs to be transferred directly 
from your IRA to ZUMC in order to be tax free. If you 
withdraw the money first and then give it to ZUMC, 
you can deduct the gift as a charitable contribution 
(if you itemize), but the withdrawal amount will be 
included in your adjusted gross income. Before 
scheduling a QCD, we suggest consulting your tax 
preparer/professional.
    If you decide to make a contribution using the QCD 
please advise our Financial Secretary, Theresa Short, 

that such a gift is forthcoming, so ZUMC knows who 
the contribution is coming from. If you are interested 
in doing this type of contribution, please contact your 
IRA administrator or financial/investment advisor 
about the way to proceed that best fits your needs.
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   School is back in session! I feel like I blinked and 
summer went by in a blur- but what a good blur it 
was!
   As I look back at the summer, we had a highlight 
month of July. We took a group of 20 students and 
leaders on a mission trip to Colorado Springs, CO, 
and this was quickly followed up by our annual trip 
to Impact, a five-day camping experience. During 
these two events, we saw some amazing growth in 
our students as they were striving towards God.
   Our work on the mission trip included childcare while 
their mothers participated in classes, moving rocks 
to restore the curb appeal of a local neighborhood, 
and building maintenance for a local church. For 
our evening programming, we explored the theme 
of “Find Joy.” We were given a simple definition of 
“Jesus Over You,” which shapes our direction in life. 
So long as we place Jesus over ourselves and seek 
what Jesus would have for us, we will be walking in 
true Joy.
   While at Impact we explored the theme of “Wonder” 
which opened the door for us to talk about God in a 

unique way. We were able to explore how great and 
big God is, and discovered that, while sometimes 
we don’t get the whole picture, we do have the 
opportunity to stand in awe and wonder in front of 
God. It’s truly a beautiful thing!
   Since the school year has started, we have already 
welcomed new 6th graders into CrossLife and have 
had wonderful turnouts for our first few events of 
the new school year! We are looking forward to 
getting back into the routine of meeting on Sunday 
evenings, and we have a lock-in planned for the 
beginning of October and a retreat in November.
   God is certainly on the move with our CrossLife 
youth and we are so excited to see how God is 
continuing to move in the lives of our students.

CROSSLIFE YOUTH
MINISTRIES  

by Will Harris

Impact

Mission Trip
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FAMILY NEWS
by Rev. Josh Rhone & June Birk

    Beloved of God! There is reason to celebrate and 
rejoice! Over the last few months –– while many of us 
have taken a few days, a couple of weeks, or maybe 
even a little longer off  –– God has been busily at work. 
Opportunities to be shaped by God, conformed to 
His likeness, and to grow in God’s grace have been all 
around us! God is on the move!
    Please join us, as we celebrate some of the great 
things that God is doing and some of the ways that 
lives are being transformed.
    May was an exciting and busy time in terms of 
what God was doing. For some of our students this 
was particularly true. On Sunday, May 29th, during 
the 10:30AM service, two of our students, Conlan 
Gainer and Caroline Lasher, were baptized!

    A week later, Conlan and Caroline, joined nine 
other students –– Amiah Trimmer, Anna Trimmer, 
Sophie Grace Wensel, Anna Jane Lucas, Kirsten 
Raab, Riley Raab, Madison Rhone, Quinton Rhone, 
and Julianna Gutekunst –– in confirming their faith 
and becoming members of Zion Church! To say that 
we are excited about how God is moving in the lives 
of our students would be an understatement! It is 
tremendous to see seeds of faith that were sown in 
childhood blossoming; God doing fresh, new things; 
and lives being transformed and changed.

Anna Trimmer, Amiah Trimmer, Madison 
Rhone, Quinton Rhone, Sophie Grace 

Wensel, Julianna Gutekunst, Conlan Gainer, 
Anna Jane Lucas, Caroline Lasher, Kirsten 

Raab, Riley Raab

    If you have not yet been baptized or 
become a member of Zion Church, it 
would by my utmost joy and privilege 
to speak with you and prayerfully 
discern your next steps of faith.

Blessings!
Rev. Joshua Rhone

Conlan Gainer
May 29. 2022

Caroline Lasher
May 29, 2022

Alessia Yvonne Shenberger
July 24, 2022

On Sunday, July 24th, during 
the 10:30AM service, we had 
the privilege of celebrating 
the baptism of Alessia. As 

a congregation, please 
continue to keep Alessia in 

your prayers and may we, as 
a congregation, do all in our 
power to help nurture her 

in the faith and equip her to 
faithfully live as a disciple of 

Jesus Christ!

Dominick Ray Arvonio
September 4, 2022

   Dominick was baptized 
during the 8:30AM service, on 
Sunday, September 4th. It was 

a sacred time as we prayed 
over Dominick, celebrating 

the work that God has already 
begun in his life. I encourage 
you to keep Dominick in your 
prayers and to do all in your 
power to help him grow in 

faith and love of God.

BAPTISMS

continued on page 9
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    Cory, Cookie, Wil, and Marzena Miller were able to be 
present in service on Sunday, August 14th, to share about God’s 
call upon their lives and how that call is being accomplished as 
they step out in faith to serve the college students of the Tampa 
Bay Area as part of the CRU team that God has mobilized. Cory 
is a spiritual son of Zion Church (and would like to be given the 
title as “Zion’s first official security guard” for his heroic work 
combating imaginary enemies, on the church property, as a 
child). We are excited about what God is doing in the life of 
the Miller family and look forward to sharing with you more 
information about how God is ministering through them in the 
days to come. In the meantime, please continue to keep them 
in prayer; drop them an encouraging note or email; or support 
them in whatever way God is leading you.

    Becoming a member of Zion Church is an opportunity to take the next 
step in terms of commitment and belonging. In becoming members, we 
covenant with the congregation to support the church, its ministries, and the 
wider work of Christ by way of our prayers, presence, gifts, and service. On 
August 28th, during the 8:30AM service, we had the opportunity to welcome 
three new members: Brian and Sheri Etterling, and Cathy Henry. Each took 
part in our most recent membership class –– during which time they had the 
opportunity to learn more about Zion Church; the rich history of the United 
Methodist Church; and some of the many ways that they can be part of what 
God is doing locally, regionally, and globally. 
    Brian and Sheri Etterling have been attending Zion Church for about 2-½ 
years and come to us with Professions of Faith. They came with an invite 
from Charles and Brenda Kuzmiak, who are family friends.  They immediately 
felt comfortable and welcomed. They have both attended the SHAPE course 

and are so excited to make the next steps in their faith journey and serve Jesus in some of our ministries here 
at Zion Church.
    Cathy Henry and her husband John Mohr have been attending Zion Church for a little over a year. They 
just decided to stop in and check us out from driving by the church. Cathy is transferring her membership 
from Friendship Baptist Church in Sykesville, Md. She loves the friendly people and that the messages affirm 
that Jesus is the way to salvation. She has been participating in the Women’s Bible Studies this past year. She 
taught Children’s Sunday School in the past and can’t wait to teach Sunday School again.  
    We encourage you to welcome the Brian, Sheri, and Cathy; to pray for and support them as God continues 
to work in their lives; and to consider how God might be calling you to serve His Kingdom and participate in 
God’s work in the world through your prayers, presence, gifts, and service. 

Dick Becker
June 24, 2022

  If you have Family News (milestone 
birthdays, anniversaries,births, etc.) that you 

would like to have included in the Winter 
2022 edition of the Zion Connection, please 

email Megan Leib at leibmail@aol.com. 
Photos are welcomed and encouraged!
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    Zion Church began our partnership with Bountiful 
Blessings on March 16th.  As a reminder, Bountiful 
Blessings provides non-food items that cannot be 
purchased with a SNAP card, but are needed by 
most households. Eight core products (toilet paper, 
paper towels, dish soap, bath soap, toothbrushes/
toothpaste, shampoo, laundry soap/cleaners and 
trash bags) are available each session. Other items 
such as vitamins, over the counter medicines, 
diapers, feminine hygiene items, etc., are offered as 
inventory is available. In exchange for receiving these 
items, recipients volunteer time to Zion by attending 
a Bible study, helping with the Bountiful Blessings 
program, addressing cards to shut-ins, helping with 
church-wide projects, etc.
    The primary goal of the Bountiful Blessings program 
is to grow the church universal by serving as the 
hands and feet of Christ and building relationships.
    When we began, we had two sets of rolling 
shelves (thanks to a generous donation) and a small 
closet in which to store the items Bountiful Blessings 
provides. Thanks to a VERY generous donation, we 
now have beautiful storage cabinets with adjustable 
shelves, allowing us to organize the items for easy 
re-stocking and counting.
    It was a very slow start – no one came for the 
first session and only one person for the next few. 
Though we had few recipients those first sessions, 
we enjoyed a great time of fellowship with our Zion 
family members. During some of the sessions, we’ve 

had the opportunity to have meaningful prayer time 
with a couple of recipients, which made the slow 
evenings worth every minute.  
    We had 17 recipients the last session, 13 of them 
new families. It was a busy but exciting evening! 
We are now at the point where we would greatly 
appreciate more help. If you’d be willing to join 
us on the first and third Wednesday evenings or 
if you have questions, please contact Alice Esh at 
saramymom@gmail.com or 717-779-3826.

BOUNTIFUL BLESSINGS
by Alice Esh

CONNECTIONAL MINISTRIES
by June Birk, Coordinator of Lay Ministries

    It is so exciting to have our ministries growing once again! After a long hiatus, I 
was able to offer the SHAPE course again. We had five wonderful participants, and 
four of them are new to our Zion family. What a great way for them to get to know 
others and what a meaningful time of sharing we had. This group was the perfect 
example of “the more you put into it, the more you get out of it.” There was a lot of 
self-discovery and ultimately, in the end, a clearer direction of where they felt God 
was leading them on their next steps in their faith walk. If you are wondering what 
gifts you possess, or are looking for a new direction but aren’t quite sure where to 
start….please join us the next time the SHAPE course is offered. Watch the Updatez 
for information!
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
by Amy Wensel

Introducing Zion Kidz Club! 
    Zion Kid’s Club is a new ministry and fellowship opportunity for kids in 
grades K-5! The kids will have a pizza lunch together, play some group 
games, and touch on what we are learning in Sunday School and Children’s 
Church.
    Our next Kidz Club is on Sunday, November 20th from 12-2PM, right 
after the 10:30AM service, and we will continue to have events on the third 
weekend of every month. Some months we will participate in church-wide 
activities or have some outings on our own. Join us!! For more information, 
please contact Amy Wensel at awensel@zionumcyork.org.

Breakfast with Santa
December 10, 2022

Beginning at 9AM
Entertainment by Phredd

Bring Your Camera to Have a Picture Taken with Santa
We will be collecting non perishable food items for the W.E.L.L.

LIBRARY CORNER
by Megan Leib

Children’s and Student Libraries
    We have re-opened our Children’s Library, which is going to be located in the hallway just pass the 
Nursery on Sunday mornings! There are fiction and non-fiction books available for children from birth 
through 5th grade. And, we are introducing a Student Library that is located in the Senior High Youth 
Room downstairs, and will be available on Sunday mornings and Sunday evenings during CrossLife! Those 
books are appropriate for grades 6 through 12. There will a notebook available in each location to sign 
out books! We have lots of books for the Children’s Library, but we are still building our Student Library, so 
please check out our Wish Tree in the Library in Room 208 if you are interested in donating books! Please 
contact Megan Leib at leibmail@aol.com with any questions about the Library.
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Fall Festival
Saturday, October 15th

10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

   Zion UMC is hosting its first Fall Festival on 
Saturday, October 15th from 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM. 
There will be carnival games, food, live music, 
face painting, pumpkin decorating, cotton candy, 
a bounce house, and so much more! Admission is 
cash only and all are welcome to attend! All money 
raised from this event will be donated towards 
Zion’s Children’s Ministry. The goal of the Fall 
Festival is to engage Zion in the local community, 
specifically focusing on outreach towards families 
with children and youth. If you would be interested 
in donating or volunteering the day of the festival, 
please reach out to Grace Moser at gwmmoser@
gmail.com.

Zion UMC Christmas Pageant
Sunday, December 18th

4:00 PM in the CLC

    Zion will be having its second children’s 
Christmas Pageant on Sunday, December 18th 
at 4:00 PM in the CLC. Our children will tell the 
story of Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem 
and the birth of Jesus Christ. The pageant will be 
filled with narrators, characters in costume, and 
Christmas carols for all to sing. Christmas cookies 
and hot chocolate will be served afterwards to 
all attendees and participants! If you would be 
interested in having your child participate or 
volunteer the day of the pageant, please contact 
Grace Moser at gwmmoser@gmail.com.

UPCOMING FAMILY EVENTS


